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from drought in some regions that 
is leading to a loss of livestock and 
the country, which comprises large 
regions of desert, is highly vulnerable 
to any reduction in rainfall as a result of 
climate change for the maintenance of 
its population.
Globally, the journal issue highlights 
the fact of more than 80 million 
unintended pregnancies each  
year — which shows there is already a 
large unmet need for family planning. 
Surveys show that 200 million 
women wish to delay or stop the next 
pregnancy and more than 100 million 
are not using any contraception 
because they lack access to it or face 
other barriers to its use. Even in the 
US, one of the most affluent nations 
in the world, half of the pregnancies 
are unintended.
“Meeting the unmet need for family 
planning has been highly successful 
in slowing rapid population growth,” 
the journal says. “Ready access to 
contraception and safe abortion 
has decreased family size, even in 
illiterate communities living on less 
than one dollar a day.”
Increased access to family planning 
will make it easier for countries 
with rapidly growing populations to 
expand education. “Education, in 
turn, particularly of women, makes 
an important contribution to fertility 
decline and a crucial contribution 
to development,” the journal says. 
“However, rapidly growing countries 
cannot always expand education 
fast enough to keep pace with the 
growing number of children each 
year.”
It argues that the coming decade 
should be dedicated to the needs of 
the one billion young people aged 
between 15 and 24 in the world, 
the majority living in low-income 
settings with limited educational 
and employment opportunities. 
Every young person should have 
full access to contraception and the 
knowledge of how to use it. “The 
burden of ill health associated with 
unsafe abortion must be confronted, 
especially among young people 
who are often most vulnerable to 
unintended pregnancy. The unmet 
need for contraception in low-income 
countries is calculated to increase 
from 525 million couples in 2000 to 
742 million by 2015.”
It is essential that national leaders 
and international donors, especially 
the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, understand the 
imperative to invest in education and 
improved access to family planning, 
it says.
“All women should be protected 
from unintended childbirth. Making 
every birth a wanted birth is a goal 
that can be approached through 
improved access to family planning.”
The report is forthright in its 
assessment of China’s policy to limit 
population growth — the largest 
nation on the earth. “Chairman Mao 
had initially been pronatalist, but then 
it became increasingly apparent that 
China could not support continuous 
population growth. The first step was 
when Chairman Mao launched China’s 
‘Later, Longer, Fewer’ campaign in the 
1970s, which encouraged couples to 
postpone childbearing, increase the 
spacing between births, and accept 
smaller families,” the journal says.
But that was not sufficiently 
effective, so in the early 1980s it 
changed into the ‘One Child Family 
Policy’, that is still in place. Although 
it has been condemned by most 
of the Western world for denying 
couples their reproductive freedom, 
it has had spectacular benefits for 
China as a whole.
Not only did it halve the birth rate, 
but there were amazing reductions 
in maternal and infant mortality. With 
excellent availability of Chinese-made 
oral contraceptives, inter-uterine 
devices, vasectomies and condoms, 
and safe back-up aspiration abortion, 
China has led by example. “If only 
India, or Pakistan, or Nigeria, or even 
the US could follow suit, the world 
would breathe more easily in future,” 
the journal says.
“The fact that China has been able 
to prevent a population explosion with 
excessive numbers of uneducated, 
unemployable, testosterone-driven 
young men who see terrorism as their 
only way to fight the system, means 
that China will be relatively stable in 
the years to come, as it takes over the 
reins of global leadership.”
There is no doubt that the current 
rate of human population growth is 
unsustainable. “If we enabled all the 
women of the world to have control 
of their own fertility, there would be 
a dramatic decline in population 
growth. So it should be possible to 
achieve the goal set by the world’s 
scientific academies in 1993: zero 
population growth in the lifetime of 
our children.” A summit on greenhouse gas 
emissions called by UN secretary-
general Ban Ki-moon in New York last 
month drew a big attendance but little 
in concrete terms ahead of the key 
meeting in Copenhagen in December.
China pledged its commitment to 
fighting climate change by promising 
a ‘notable’ reduction in the growth 
of carbon dioxide emissions at the 
meeting as the world’s states gear up 
for a follow-up to the Kyoto protocol 
on greenhouse gas emissions. 
China, like India and other 
developing countries, has been 
reluctant to bear the brunt of what they 
see as a problem largely caused by 
developed countries in reaching that 
status. But, having previously resisted 
pressure to make any reductions for 
fear of restraining his country’s rapid 
economic growth, President Hu Jintao 
signalled a change of course in an 
address to the UN.
“It is work that will not be 
easy. As we head towards 
Copenhagen, there should be 
no illusions that the hardest 
part of our journey is in front 
of us.”
However, campaigners were 
disappointed by the lack of detail 
and his failure to include any specific 
targets on curbing greenhouse gases. 
Hu promised ‘determined action’ to 
slow the increase of carbon dioxide 
emissions by a ‘notable margin’ by 
2020, while improving forest cover 
and enhancing ‘climate-friendly 
technologies’. He was careful to 
acknowledge that China bore a 
responsibility, along with the  
world’s advanced economies,  
for conserving the world’s 
environment.
“Global climate change has a 
profound impact on our survival and 
development of mankind,” he said. 
“China stands ready to work with all 
The US and China made bold 
statements in New York but the 
crunch will come in Copenhagen. 
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countries. This should be a win-win for 
developed and developing nations.”
The US said the announcement was 
helpful but more details were needed. 
The speech will increase pressure on 
the US to agree specific targets as 
part of the climate change treaty.
President Hu’s address 
overshadowed President Barack 
Obama, who challenged the world to 
act swiftly to fight global warming but 
also failed to offer new proposals that 
could jump-start the negotiations for 
Copenhagen. 
“Our generation’s response to this 
challenge will be judged by history, 
for if we fail to meet it — boldly, 
swiftly, and together — we risk consigning future generations to an 
irreversible catastrophe,” said Obama. 
But his speech failed to include a 
single number or target for reducing 
emissions.
European nations, which have set 
clearer targets for carbon reduction, 
have grown increasingly frustrated with 
Obama for not investing more political 
capital in the climate agenda at home. 
But within Europe, there are concerns 
that targets are not going to be met.
Obama told the UN: “It is work that 
will not be easy. As we head towards 
Copenhagen, there should be no 
illusions that the hardest part of our 
journey is in front of us,” he said. “All 
of us will face doubts and difficulties 
in our own capitals as we try to reach a lasting solution to the climate 
challenge.”
Obama has already announced a 
target of returning to 1990 levels of 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020, 
but critics say Washington is moving 
too slowly on legislation that does not 
go far enough.
But that did not stop him putting 
pressure on other countries. Obama 
called on developing nations to 
accept sacrifice. “Rapidly growing 
developing nations that will produce 
nearly all the growth in global carbon 
emissions in the decades ahead must 
do their part… they need to commit to 
strong measures at home and agree 
to stand by those commitments just 
as the developed nations must stand 
behind their own.”
Ban Ki-moon said the one-day  
climate change summit has given 
fresh impetus to efforts to tackle 
global warming. He said the 
momentum has shifted in favour of 
reaching a deal at December’s crucial 
Copenhagen meeting, where efforts 
will be to replace the Kyoto agreement 
on greenhouse gas emissions.
China’s statement prompted former 
US vice-president Al Gore to praise 
their leadership.
At the close of the meeting, Ban  
Ki-moon said: “While the summit is 
not the guarantee that we will get 
global agreement, we are certainly one 
step closer to that global goal today.”
The “summit signals a determination 
of world leaders to address this 
challenge and reach a substantive 
deal in Copenhagen.”
China’s president said: “Developed 
countries should fulfil the task of 
emission reduction set in the Kyoto 
Protocol, continue to undertake 
substantial mid-term quantified 
emission reduction targets and 
support developing countries in 
countering climate change.”
At the summit Japan’s new prime 
minister, Yukio Hatoyama, pledged to 
reduce his country’s carbon emissions 
by 25 per cent by 2020 compared to 
the 1990 level.
French president, Nicolas Sarkozy, 
called on leaders to meet again next 
month ahead of the Copenhagen 
meeting.
China and the US account for about 
20 per cent of the world’s greenhouse 
gas pollution from coal, natural gas 
and oil. The European Union generates 
14 per cent, followed by Russia and 
India with five per cent each.
